VAIL-MORSE CONTROVERSY.

Stephen Vail on His Father’s Claim to
" Telegraph Invention.

To the Editor of The New York Times:

The space accorded me by the courtesy-]
of THE Times, in which to respond to the
letter of Mr., Edward Lind Morse, in its
issue of the 21st inst., is so inadequate to
the proper reply to his statements that I
am unable to make any allusions to them
in detail, and as well, to his charges
against myself, for my efforts to place thé
real status of S. F. B. Morse before the
world.

Mr. Morse’s knowledge of the invention of
the telegraph has been acquired entirely
by hearsay, and mainly, if not altogether,
from his father, whose vanity enabled him

to forget all sense of gratitude, honor, g.nd
justice to Alfred Vail, his friend, béne-
factor, co-Inventor, and the maker of the
fame and renown with which the name of
S. F. B. Morse was, and is, so wrongly
credited. Morse allowed no opportunity to
escape in which he might obliterate all '
-record of Alfred Vail’'s connection with the
invention.

Mr. BE. L. Morse's very positive statement

. that * Alfred Vail never claimed for him-
- self that which has been claimed for him,"
- is without foundation, and Mr. Morse's
agsertion would indicate that he must have
been a prodigiously precoclous prodigy, for
at the time of my father’s death, in Jan-
uary, 1859, this more or less wveracious
| chronicler of Alfred Vail's mental opera-
tions was but an infant in arms.

A diligent search through the letier of Mr.
B, L. Morse fails to disclogse any evidence
in support of his very general denial of
anything claimed for Alfred Vail as
being the real inventor of the telegraph.
The editors of The &Electrical World were
self-constituted judges, and their opinion
is worth as much as any one else's, per-
haps, but no more, Mr. Morse very con-
veniently forgets that not all the writers
in that series were of his mind.

Alfred Vail lived up to the spirit, no less
than to the letter, of his contract with
Morse, as he bhelieved that he, as an hon-
orable maxn, should, and to this fact is due
the other fact that to Morse (who never
evinced the slightest hesitancy in accept-
. ing it) has been gccorded the fame and re-
nown of an invention of which, instead of
being the inventor, he was but the insti-
i gator and promoter

~ Alfred Vail believed that this contract

with Morse so fully covered everything
- that he might accomplish in the develop-
- ment and improvement of the telegraph
" that (notwithstanding that he was com-
~pelled to cast aside as abSolutely pmprac-
ticabhle Morse’s crude, original apparatus,
with its cumbersome vocabulary, and, alone
and unaided by Morse, invented the new
* recording receiver,” * the sounding key,” .
and the * dot-and-dash’ alphabet, which
they necegsitated) he considered that he
was but doing his duty in striet accord-
" ance with his understanding of the terms
of his contract, and that to Morse belonged
all that he had accomplished.

I have an abundance of evidence that ‘
Morse's treatment of my father with refer- |
ence to the invention, before his death, and |
of his memory since that event, was char- |
acterized by ingratitude and duplicity, |
which stopped at nothing that could stifle
all evidence that Alfred Vail had aught to
do with the invention beyond that of fur-
nishing some money to S. F. B. Morse.

A strong sense of the injustice done to
my father's fame (not only by Morse, but
by many writers upon the subject of the
invention. who have never investigated the
subject but simply repeated that which
others have wrongly written) has produced
within me a profound desire to properly
place before the world the most important
part faken by him in that invention, and
. while I shall probably bo characterized as
" bitter and unkind in some of my allusions,
the truth needs no apologist, at Jeast in
" this instance, for he who assumes to be
that which he is not, has only himself to
. blame if his disguise is eventually torn from

him and his real character be exposed.

Amos Kendall, the friend and counsel
of 1oth my father'and Morse, at a meeting

- of the Board of Directors of the telegraph
comnany, called to take action at the time
‘ of my father's déath, said:™¢If justice be

Adone, the name of Alfred Vail will ever
stand associated with that of S. F, B,
" Morse in the history and introduction- to
;'public ‘use of the electro-ma.gnetic tele-
. graph. g

Notwithstanding Mr., E, L Morse’s as-

sertions to the contrary, I have in my pos-
- gession the. following written and signed .
| statement made by my fgther: ,
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Baltimore, and the same has always been
used on Morse’s instruments. -
**I am the scle and only inventor of this
mode of telegraph embossed writing. Prof.
Morse gave me no clue to it, nor did any
one else, and 1 have :;cﬂ asserted publicly
my right as first and $ole inventor because
I wished to preserve the peaceful unity of
the {nvention, and because Y could not, ac-
cording to my contract with Prof. Morse,
have oblained a patent for it.”
. STEPHEN VAIL,
New York, June 25, 1904, '
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